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SUBJECT: STRIKE BY INTERNS AND RESIDENTS IN PANAMA 

1 . INTERNS AND RESIDENTS AT GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED HOSPITALS 
IN PANAMA WENT ON STRIKE JULY 20. THEY HAVE BEEN JOINED 

BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE 
ASSOCIATION OF ODONTOLOGISTS OPERATING IN PUBLIC 
FACILITIES. MEETINGS WERE HELD THE NIGHT OF JULY 24 BY 
THE NATIONAL NURSES ASSOCIATION, THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CLINICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIANS AND THE NATIONAL DENTAL 
ASSOCIATION, TO DECIDE WHAT STAND THESE GROUPS WOULD 
TAKE ON THE STRIKE. IT WAS ANNOUNCED LATE AFTERNOON, 

JULY 25 THAT THESE GROUPS ARE OPPOSED TO THE STRIKE. 

2. THE STRIKING DOCTORS ARE ASKING FOR: A 50 PERCENT 
SALARY INCREASE, SHORTER WORKING HOURS, THE PAYMENT OF 
SALARY INCREASES NOT RECEIVED IN PAST YEARS, A SIX 
PERCENT SALARY INCREASE EVERY TWO YEARS, AN ACTIVE PART 

IN THE DRAFTING OF A NEW HEALTH CODE, AND A GUARANTEE FROM 
THE GOP OF NO REPRISALS AGAINST THE STRIKERS. 

3. SINCE THE STRIKE BEGAN, THE PRESS HAS IMPLIED THAT 
POLITICAL MOTIVES ARE BEHIND IT. AN ARTICLE IN THE 
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JULY 21, 1978, EDITION OF THE "CRITICA" STATED THAT, 

CARLOS YOUNG ADAMES, PANAMENISTA AND FRIEND OF ARNULFO 
ARIAS, HAD BEEN ENCOURAGING THE STRIKE. THE JULY 25 
"MATUTINO" PRINTED STATEMENTS MADE BY THE CENTRAL 
NACIONAL DE TRAB ADORES (CNTP) AND THE CONFEDERACION 
NACIONAL DE ASF, NT AMTENTOS CAMPESINOS (CNAC) WHICH 
CONDEMNED THE STRIKE. THE CNTP SAID THAT SINCE ONLY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS WERE AFFECTED BY THE STRIKE, IT IS 
THE LOWER CLASSES WHO HAVE TO SUFFER; PRIVATE CLINICS 
AND HOSPITALS ARE OPEN FOR THOSE WHO CAN PAY. THE CNAC 
ACCUSED THE STRIKERS OF REFUSING ALL ATTEMPTS MADE BY 
THE GOP TO NEGOTIATE. 

4. COMMENT: THE STRIKE WAS APPARENTLY BORN PRIMARILY 
OF ECONOMIC MOTIVES; BUT WITH BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
LEFT ON THE ATTACK AND WITH POLITICS EVERYWHERE IN THE 
AIR, IT IS NOW VERY MUCH A POLITICAL EVENT. JORDEN 
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